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Pony.   Some varieties of the animal.    1.  New Forest pony, domesticated.    2.  Mongolian, or Przevalsky's horse.
3. Welsh mountain pony.   4. Shetland stallion.   See page 6614

Poodle. Breed of dog, formerly
called in England the French
Poodle. It is of Continental origin,
but whether its first home was
France, Germany, or Russia re-
mains a question. In some regions
of Europe it remains a sporting
water dog. It is highly intelligent,
easily trained, and very popular in
England, both as a show clog and
as a pet. There are three varieties:
the original poodles, measuring 15
ins. and upwards; miniature
poodles, 11-15 ins. ; and toy
poodles, under 11 ins. Toy poodles
were first recognized by the Ken-
nel Cluh in 1957. All varieties re-
semble each other in character-
istics, and should differ only in size.

The poodle carries itself with a
(lancing action. Its head is long
and fine, the eyes almond shaped,
bright, and intelligent. The ears
are long and wide, carried close to
the face. The body is short and
compact, the loin arched, the feet
small, and the tail set on high and
carried gaily, but not over the back.
The coat is very profuse, thick,
strong, and hard with close curls.

The corded poodle, once popular,
w no longer seen. It has not been
agreed in poodle circles whether
the corded poodle is a variation of
the usual type, or whether it is
merely the result of allowing the
hair to grow until it hangs in long
coiled twists to the ground.

Pooh-Bah, Character in the
Gilbert and Sullivan comic opera,
The Mikado. He is described as
Lord High Everything Else, be-
cause ho holds simultaneously
every important salaried office in
the town of Titipu, except that of
Lord High Executioner. He is the
embodiment of family pride, being
able to trace his ancestry back
to a " protoplasmic primordial
atomic globule,1' but is open to
cash bribery. His most quoted
phrase is : " Merely corroborative
detail intended to give artistic
verisimilitude to an otherwise bald

Foodie.   Champion specimen of this
popular breed

and unconvincing narrative." His
name has become synonymous
with any holding of multiple and
multifarious office.

Pool. Body of fresh water
smaller than a lake (q.v.). The
word is also used for the monetary
stake contributed by the various
players in card and other games,
and indeed for any common fund.
During the Second Great War, in-
dustrial and commodity " pools "
were established in Great Britain to
economise in man-power, transport,
and costs of distribution. Branded
petrol was replaced by pooled
petrol of a standard quality distri-
buted by a single organization of
refiners. Shipping pools were set
up for the most efficient employ-
ment of vessels and crews. The
fighting services maintained per-
sonnel pools of men available for
dispatch to any ship or unit re-
quiring immediate reinforcements,
firemen were pooled in the N.F.S.;
etc., etc. See also Football Pool.
Pool. Game played on a billiard
table. It is played by any number
of players from two to twelve, each
having a different coloured ball
dealt out to him by the marker, and
playing in turn according to the
sequence of the colours on the
scoring-board. The object of the
game throughout is to pocket the
ball played on. When the game
begins the white ball is placed upon
the billiard spot, and the red ball is
played by its owner, from the D,
upon the white, the yellow on red,
green on yellow, and so on, by their